FEBRUARY 


PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS BLIND- 
NESS Berthold 


AMENDMENT THE AID THE 
BLIND TITLE THE SOCIAL SECUR- 
ITY ACT Jane Hoey 


SIGHT CONSERVATION AND 


CATION BLINDNESS Alice Booth 


COOPERATIVE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
PROGRAM 


EDITORIAL: 


INDIAN REPORT 
BLINDNESS 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 


NO, 


: 
£94 


OUTLOOK 


THE TEACHERS FORUM 


Entered seco matter the post office 
Richmond, nia, under the act Congress 
March :879. Office publication, North 
Sixth Street, Virginia; editorial office, 


look for the Blind, founded 
for the blind. intends 


questions, does not hold itself responsible for 


942, the Out for the Blind The 


artisan, hopes present all sides 


Teachers Forum for Instructors Blind 


which had been published the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind since 1928. 

Published monthly except July and August. 
edition, $2.00 per year; foreign postage, 
cents additional; single current 
cents; back issues, cents $3.00, 
according issue. Braille edition, $1.00 year; 
single copy, cents 

ecks post-office orders for 
and should made payable the 
American Foundation for the Blind, Ine. 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE 


Hon. Harry Truman, Honorary President 


OFFICERS 

Vice-President 


Treasurer 


BUREAU NATIONAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


BOARD TRUSTEES 


Perkins and Massachusetts School 


Watertown, Mass. 

ciety for the Prevention Blindness, New 
York, 

Society for Blind, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 


Directors, for Over- 
seas Blind, New 
D.D. Director, Perkins In- 


stitution and School for the 

Blind, Watertown, 

President, Manufacturers 
Trust Co., New bie N.Y. 

Former Director, New 

York Public New York, 


Howe, Member, New York 
sion for the Blind, 


Commi 


Seciety for the Prevention Blindness, 
Chicago, 

San Francisco, California. 

Executive Director, New 
Commission for the Blind, Newark, 

Ex-Chairman, New York State 
Commission for the Blind, New York, 


Provry, Massachusetts Association 
for Promoting the Interest the Adult 
Blind, Boston, Mass. 


the Blind, Hartford, Conn. 


Foundation for the Blind, New York, 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Inwin, LL.D. 


€ #4 a 
| | 4 
4 
} 
the 5 4 
4 
mags 
a 
4 
4 
4 
4 
é 
: 
4 
.. 
: 
*Blind > 
2 


and THE TEACHERS FORUM 


Vol. February, 1947 


No. 


Foor SIGHT 
Frances Wright, Philip Platt and Francis Andrews 


AMENDMENT THE AID THE BLIND TITLE THE 
Jane Hoey 


Relaxation Effectiveness Confidence 


THE MARYLAND SCHOOL FOR THE BLIN®, OVERLEA, MARYLAND, FRANCES WRIGHT 

DEMONSTRATES WHAT SHE HAS LEARNED FROM INSTRUCTION FOOT TRAVEL WITHOUT 

SIGHT, USING HER EXTENSIBLE SWAGGER STICK, HER STATEMENT ABOUT 
TRAVEL LESSONS APPEARS PAGE 


Inconspicuousness Poise Good Posture 
abi 
ped 
Stat 


OUTLOOK 


and THE TEACHERS FORUM 


VOL. 


FEBRUARY, 1947 


NO. 


Copyright, 1947, the 
AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND 


PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS BLINDNESS 


BERTHOLD LOWENFELD, 


THE TERM “BLINDNESS” common usage 
includes not only total absence vision but 
all degrees visual defect severe pre- 
vent one from carrying the ordinary activi- 
ties life for which sight essential. The 
following definition blindness ophthal- 
mological terms the one most widely ac- 
cepted: “Central visual acuity 20/200 
less the better eye with correcting glasses; 
central visual acuity more than 20/200 
there field defect which the peripheral 
field has contracted such extent that the 
widest diameter visual field subtends 
angular distance greater than degrees.” 
Warren’s Dictionary Psychology blindness 
defined generic term denoting in- 
ability see, whether the cause the abnor- 


The above article, which was written for the Encyclo- 
pedia Psychology, Philosophical Library, reprinted 
order bring OUTLOOK readers authoritative 
statement basic psychological principles the field 
work for the blind. 

Berthold Lowenfeld, Ph.D., the Director Educa- 
tional Research the American Foundation for the Blind. 


mality peripheral, central, 

Neither these definitions takes into con- 
sideration the factor age onset blind- 
ness, which great importance from 
psychological point view, since person 
who becomes blind later life able make 
use his visual memory. generally agreed 
that blindness occurring before five years 
age deprives the individual gradually useful 
visual memory, although experimental 
study has been conducted support this 
assumption. 

Any discussion the psychelogical effects 
blindness must take into 
degree sight and (b) age onset blind- 
ness. The full extent the restrictions result- 
ing from the visual handicap may felt only 
individuals who have been totally blind 
from birth who became blind such 
early age that they have workable visual 
imagery. The amount sight and the age 
onset blindness, however, are not the only 
factors that cause differences the extent 


. 
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which the handicap affects the individual. In- 
telligence, environment, education, and, prob- 
ably, inclination certain psychological types 
‘of imagery and learning are some the other 
factors which determine the usefulness 
vision each individual case. 

Blindness restricts the individual three 
basic ways: 

(1) Restriction the range and variety 
concepts. Totally blind individuals must build 
their conception the world the use 
the remaining senses. doing this they must 
rely almost exclusively and audi- 
tory perceptions and kinesthetic experiences. 
Although hearing gives certain clues regard 
distance and direction does not convey 


any concrete idea objects such. Percep- 


tion space (space broadly interpreted in- 
cluding everything extending into three 
dimensions, involving form, size, position, dis- 
tance, and direction) can achieved 
touch, which kinesthetic sensations play 
more less important role. Tactual percep- 
tion, however, has distinct limitations because 
its inherent necessity for direct contact with 
the object observed. Certain objects are 
inaccessible for direct contact, for instance 
the sun, clouds; other objects are large 
that they cannot tactually observed toto, 
mountains lakes; others are small, 
tender, fragile that they cannot touched, 
some animals flowers. Objects mo- 
tion, live objects, and objects under certain 
conditions, such burning cooking, not 
lend themselves observation touch 
partly because they change their shapes and 
positions and partly because the danger in- 
volved direct contact. must also recog- 
nized that the sense sight permits much 
more perceptual activity than the sense 
touch because the eyes are almost constantly 
open stimulation from the outer world 
while touch needs actively applied 
the purpose securing impressions. 

Unlike space perception, color perception, 
which results from stimulation the retina, 


solely visual function. Therefore, totally 
blind persons cannot perceive color all, 
although they acquire substitutive ideas for 
colors through sensory, verbal, emotional 
associations. The idea the color for ex- 
ample, might determined the association 
“blue sky.” Thus all some the different 
sensations and emotions caused fine 
weather may build substitutive ideas the 
color These ideas not only have value 
subjectively components the blind indi- 
vidual’s world imagery but also enable him 


communicate with the seeing common 


terms, though not basis common 
experiences. 

These limitations perceptual field 
and variety the ideas and concepts blind 
individuals. 

(2) Restriction the ability get about. 
This restriction implies twofold handicap 
that limits the blind person his locomo- 
tion and also makes him dependent upon the 
assistance others, thus affecting his social 
relationships and attitudes varying ways and 
degrees. blind person cannot get about 
himself nearly much seeing person can 
order change his surroundings and secure 
opportunities for observation and activity. 
Therefore, besides being limited the percep- 
tual field, blind individuals from infancy 
are exposed reduced number and variety 
experiences. The restriction the ability 
get about must recognized exerting great 
influence the over-all development the 
blind child. needs supplied with ex- 
periences and opportunities for activity which 
most other children meet the ordinary 
course their development. 

When the individual grows out the com- 
paratively sheltered life the home the 
institution and confronted with the task 
social and economic adjustment the world 
the seeing this restriction carries new impli- 
cations. the extreme case, the blind indi- 
vidual not only may take help getting about 
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for granted but may expect helped along 


all lines. has fallen back level pro- 
tection which characteristic infancy and 
will develop beyond only his self-confi- 
dence built and accepts his handicap 
its real proportions. the other hand, 
blind person may resent and even revolt 
against being aided many the activities 
which knows seeing persons can pursue in- 
dependently others. Either these atti- 
indicates lack adjustment and has its 
deeper cause the non-acceptance the 
handicap. Although the reactions the ma- 
jority blind individuals not follow these 
extreme patterns, restrictions the ability 
get about are unquestionably cause for 
deprivation and frustration. 

(3) Restriction the control the environ- 
ment. Among the human senses sight the 
one sense which overcomes distance and gives 
the same time details and relationships 
form, size, and position. This quality” 
visual experiences permits contact with 
and control the environment far greater 
than that achieved all the other senses. Lack 
sight causes detachment from the physical, 
and less degree from the social, world. 
blind person, for instance, cannot become in- 
formed about his situation within the en- 
vironment any rapid process seeing per- 
sons can just glancing around: The clues 
which might get through hearing and 
through touch observations within his reach 
give him only very little that could assist him 
controlling his environment and himself 
relation it. This detachment affects the 
blind individual different ways during his 
development. The blind infant, for instance, 
does not reach out crawl towards objects, 
seeing child does, because nothing entices 
him so, unless made aware these 
objects other sensory impressions. Actions 
daily life, such eating meal, which are 
simple for the seeing, assume different propor- 
tions when they are not controlled sight. 


Also, the blind individual from infancy 
acquire behavior patterns the basis 
visual imitation. social situations can- 
not become informed about the required be- 
havior seeing people can simply watch- 
ing others. This makes conforming with the 
group from childhood much more diffi- 
cult task. The isolating effect this detach- 
ment restricts the blind individual his con- 
trol the environment and results in- 
creased feelings insecurity and state 
higher nervous tension. 

The question how the three basic re- 
strictions discussed affect the lives blind 
individuals can the present answered 
only rather general way because are 
lacking scientific studies which would en- 
able make any statements the basis 
actual case research. can said, however, 
that the basic limitations radiate into the per- 
sonal, social, and economic spheres the indi- 
vidual’s life and, since these spheres vary 
depth, extension, and development from indi- 
vidual individual, the limitations caused 
blindness have different effect each case. 

dealing with the effects 
the perceptual level must recognize that 
the experiences the blind, although different 
from those the seeing, have the same sub- 
jective value for them and contribute just 
complete and satisfactory 
conception the world that other per- 
sons. 

The perceptual restrictions, however, give 
rise verbalism and may cause certain be- 
havior forms known “blindisms.” Verba- 
caused the comparative paucity 
first-hand experiences which frequently forces 
blind children use mere words without 
understanding their real meaning. cer- 
tain amount verbalism unavoidable and 
socially necessary but educational 
should directed towards concrete expe- 
riences order give real meaning 
many words possible. Blindisms are result 
lack stimulation from the external world 
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which furthers the child’s concentration the 
self and encourages the exercise self-stimu- 
lation. Blind children resort such activities 
shaking the head rapidly, swaying the 
body back and forth. These blindisms usually 
disappear the course child’s develop- 
ment sufficient stimulation provided. 

The effects blindness also tend drive 
the blind individual into world unreality 
and phantasy which may find compensa- 
tion for his real supposed failures. This may 
the case particularly when the individual 
meets with difficulties his social adjustment, 
such rejection parents, playmates, 
prospective employer. 

ceived consideration the early period 
scientific psychology. William James well 
Wilhelm Wundt discuss their standard 
works the problem spatial perception 
the blind. The first systematic study dealing 
with psychological problems blindness 
such dates back the experimental laboratory 
Wundt where Theodor Heller conducted 
investigations which reported his Studien 
zur Blindenpsychologie (1895). Since then, psy- 
chological research the field the blind has 
dealt mainly with problems sensory expe- 
riences the blind compared with those 
the seeing, with the ability perceive ob- 
stacles, and with the measurement intelli- 
gence. Only recently—and mainly out- 
come social-work the study 
personality problems the blind received 
attention. 

Numerous discrimination experiments have 
been carried out with blind subjects proving 
that general they have greater sensory 


acuity than other individuals. These experi- 


ments tested discrimination pressures and 
weights, sensitivity temperature changes, 
ability localize sounds, etc. The superior 
achievement the practical use the re- 
maining senses that blind persons may show 
the result attention and increased use. Ex- 
periments the memory blind children— 


rote memory, recall, and logical memory— 
also not reveal any superiority the blind. 
All these investigations have contributed 
disprove any assumption innate auto- 
matic “sensory compensation.” 

There are two problems the field sen- 
sory perception the blind which have been 
widely investigated: the tactual perception 
space and the ability perceive obstacles. 
Theories disputing the possibility acquiring 
conception space touch have been set 
forth well theories analyzing the different 
ways which blind individuals acquire tactual 
knowledge space and spatial qualities 
objects. There now general consensus 
opinion that the tactual space the blind 
different from the visual space the seeing. 
Two types tactual perception the hands 
have been differentiated for the purpose 
psychological analysis. Enveloping touch, 
which small objects are enfolded with one 
hand with both hands, called 
because the object perceived whole 
simultaneously. The second type tactual 
perception applied larger objects which 
extend beyond the limited embrace one 
both the hands. this the moving hands 
follow the shape the object and, large, 
the arms and the whole body may actively 
participate. This kind touch perception 
called because gives successive 
impressions parts the objects. The ques- 
tion how these successive perceptions lead 
unified idea the object whole has 
not yet been conclusively answered. Mental 
processes tactual space contraction and 
tactual space expansion and the formation 
spatial are given explanations 
various theories. The importance sensations 
movement the tactual perception 
space stressed all investigators this 
problem. 

the task orienting himself and finding 
his way familiar unfamiliar surround- 
ings the blind person makes use practically 
all his senses: his sense hearing constantly 
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active observing all kinds sounds, includ- 
ing echoes; interprets odors which come 
from many sources; notices changes tem- 
perature and air currents; his feet feel the na- 
ture the ground; observes distances. 
terms time, through movement, and 
through sound—in fact any clue that can 
obtain interpreted for the purpose 
orientation. 

The perception and avoidance obstacles 
the blind long-standing topic specu- 
lation and research. Some investigators have 
explained this sense” depending 
upon auditory, temperature, pressure sensa- 
tions, upon combination these, usually 
with the supposition that increased sensitivity 
one more these sensory fields basic 
factor. Others have suggested much more 
complicated explanations. was found that 
not all blind persons possess the ability per- 
ceive obstacles and that many sighted persons 
either have may acquire practice. 
Auditory stimulation has been claimed most 
consistently being necessary for the per- 
ception obstacles. The results the latest 
investigations refute the pressure theory, inso- 
far applies the face and other exposed 
areas the skin, and prove that aural stimu- 
lation (either heard felt) both necessary 
and sufficient condition for the perception 
obstacles. Sound waves higher frequencies 
are assumed play important role it. 

The use intelligence tests with blind chil- 
dren has received considerable attention. The 
first adaptation for the blind the Binet- 
Simon Scale was made Robert Irwin and 
Goddard, 1914. Since then, Samuel 
Hayes has developed several adaptations 
the Binet-Simon test, particularly the Hayes- 
Binet scale 1930 based Terman’s Stan- 
ford Revision and the Hayes-Binet 
Intelligence Tests for the Blind, 1942, based 
the 1937 Terman-Merrill Revision. The 
verbal series the Wechsler-Bellevue Intelli- 
gence Tests, with the vocabulary test substi- 
tuted for the digits test, also used testing 
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the blind. the group intelligence tests, the 
Kuhlmann-Anderson tests have been adapted 
for use with blind pupils. 

According Hayes the percentage blind 
pupils the average and superior intelligence 
brackets smaller than that the general 
school population these brackets and the 
percentage dull, border-line, and feeble- 
minded much larger. There are studies 
available the intelligence blind pre- 
school children blind adults. must un- 
derstood that the instruments used for meas- 
uring the intelligence blind children are 
those devised for seeing children and adapted 
for the blind omitting certain items that 
cannot used with the blind and sub- 
stituting others. 

The use achievement tests with blind 
pupils reveals that although blind children be- 
gin their schoolwork more less par with 
the seeing they fall behind they 
progress from grade grade. Since schools for 
the blind follow the grade standards generally 
accepted public schools the retardation 
blind children manifests itself increasing 
overageness the pupils. Besides blindness 
such—which affects particularly the informa- 
tion component the tests—heredity, poor 
environment, illness, emotional conflicts, and 
late admission school are some the factors 
which contribute the unfavorable distribu- 
tion and the educational retarda- 
tion. 

Another contributing factor the slowness 
braille reading, which limits blind children 
the amount material they can read. This 
particular disadvantage since blind chil- 
dren must rely upon reading source 
knowledge much greater extent than 
seeing children. Braille the most important 
reading medium for the blind. touch 
system which the letters the alphabet are 
represented various combinations em- 
bossed dots cells two dots wide three dots 
high. Although contracted systems braille 
are used, braille reading slow compared 
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with visual reading, oral silent. Blind chil- 
dren read braille only one-third one- 
visual reading. (In general three times much 
time allowed for the completion tests in- 
volving braille reading.) 

Experimental work the psychology 
touch reading was done mainly Karl 
Biirklen prior 1917. showed that the 
legibility braille characters does not depend 
upon the number dots but upon their con- 
figuration; that reading fastest when both 
hands are used; that the index fingers seem 
superior the others; that good readers em- 
ploy touch movements straight running 
line with slight and uniform pressure, while 


poor readers employ irregular touch move-. 


ments and exert heavier and more irregular 
pressure; that there very little decrease 
touch sensitivity even after long reading; and 
that braille reading considered 
especially fatiguing. Further research 
braille reading which would take into con- 


sideration the present findings the field 


visual reading greatly needed. 

The study personality characteristics 
the blind only its beginning. the avail- 
able literature stressed that the handicap 
does not affect all personalities the same. 
way; that the reactions the social environ- 
ment the handicapped person are basic 


importance and that not much the 


handicap the social treatment which causes 


What You Know About Blindness? 
Herbert Yahraes Pamphlet No. 124 the 
Series published the Public Affairs Com- 
mittee, Inc., 22.East 38th Street, New York 
16, Questions are discussed such as: 
What Blindness? How Many Blind Persons 
Are There? What Like Blind? 
What Causes Blindness? Can Blindness 
Prevented? What Can Done For the 
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NEW PAMPHLET 


emotional conflicts and feelings inferiority 
and insecurity the blind individual. Blind 
adolescents were found below the norms 
for the seeing respect personal and social 
adjustment. 

Many blind persons have written about 
their own experiences; some them very sub- 
jectively but some with considerable candor 
and objectivity. Two extreme attitudes to- 
ward blindness are represented these writ- 
ings. The loss sight regarded the one 
hand nothing but loss con- 
venience” the other handicap that 
“changes and utterly reorganizes the mental 
life the individual.” These personal docu- 
ments—indicative they may be—must 


Scientific studies the personal and social 


effects blindness are needed make 
“‘literature fact” this field. 


Biirklen, Karl, Touch Reading the Blind, 
Merry, New York, American Foundation for 
the Blind, 1932. 

Cutsforth, Thomas D., The Blind School and Society; 
Psychological Study, Appleton and Company, 
1933- 

Hayes, Samuel P., Contributions Psychology Blind- 
ness, New York, American Foundation for the Blind, 

Lende, Helga, Books About the Blind: Bibliographical 
Guide Literature, Relating the Blind, New York, 
American Foundation for the Blind, 1940. 

Steinberg, Wilhelm, Die Raumwahrnehmung der Blinden, 
Miinchen, Ernst Reinhardt, 1920. 


Blind? Bringing Blind Child? What Can 


Blind Person Do? 


Copies this page pamphlet may 
obtained cents copy from the Public 
Affairs Committee. 

Free copies may obtained from the New 
York Association for the Blind, 111 59th St., 


New York 22, supply are 


able. 
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ARE TRAVEL LESSONS 
BENEFICIAL PART 
OUR EDUCATION? 


HIGH asked ourselves this 
same question when Mr. Andrews, our Super- 
intendent, decided initiate this new course 
into our school curriculum. soon 
ing with cane” was mentioned us, our 
spirits were crushed and our hopes fell. The 
first thing that popped into our minds was the 
picture big, thick, wooden, white cane 
which would resound noisily was tapped 
along the pavement. However, our feelings 
were somewhat altered when were intro- 
duced new, light and easier handle 
aluminum cane. constructed that 
may adjusted length according the 
user’s height. This particular cane has been 
all the girls. 

Our first travel lesson, must confess, was 
pretty tough piece work. wasn’t easy 
walk out the street trying desperately 
use the cane the way which had been 
instructed. seemed million eyes were 
centered upon us; was impossible keep 


Frances Wright pupil the Maryland School for 
the Blind who will graduate June 1947. Her teacher 
foot travel Hoover, who contributed article 
foot travel the November issue Outlook for the 
Blind. now residence the Maryland School for 
the Blind while first-year medical student Johns 
Hopkins. 


FOOT TRAVEL WITHOUT SIGHT 


The two articles reprinted below, followed letter the editor, bring light three 
viewpoints with regard foot travel without sight. stated the November 
one our particular editorial concerns this time gather literature this subject, 
and further contributions are desired. Attention directed the frontispiece. 


Frances WRIGHT 


the right rhythm; the cane was the way, 
hard manage, and the roads appeared 
twice long and bumpy usual. felt 
conspicuous passers-by, and was all 
could keep going. even decided 
take our lessons night wouldn’t 


easily noticed. After about three four such 


trips were behind us, however, these feelings 
began diminish, and became, more and 
more accustomed the use cane. 

Although have had only about seven 
eight these lessons, already easy 
point out some the ways which they 
have helped us. First all, they have aided 
without cane. have more confident 
feeling inasmuch doesn’t seem im- 
possible get around ourselves. These 
lessons have also helped away with 
great part that antagonizing fear which 
tends hold back and keep from trying 
things our own. The cane, when used scienti- 
fically and correctly, enables walk with 
free and even steps, and teaches 
keenly alert and more observing what 
taking place around us. 

are very lucky that have our 
instructor, Mr. Richard Hoover, who 
noted for his splendid work with the blinded 
veterans Valley Forge General Hospital. 

Although still fuss and fume once 
while, think these lessons have already been 
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great help me. Never before would 
tackle going and out Baltimore my- 
self, especially when involves many 
transfers. wasn’t until this year that really 
felt the traveling more less 
own. found out there are lot places one 
wants and lot more things one wants 
when attending public high school 
such Eastern. These are just the times that 
feel like thanking our “lucky stars” for 
travel lessons. When someone tells that 
too much out his way that hasn’t 
time drop off where want go, 
just gather together little courage along 
with the knowledge that our instructor has 
pounded into and try for 
isn’t hard, and the more the easier 
and easier becomes. These are just few 
reasons why think travel lessons are defi- 
nitely beneficial part any blind person’s 
education. have but one regret: I’m sorry 
didn’t start lessons with long 
before this. 


MAJOR PROBLEM—GUIDES 


READERS THE News have 
any conception the dependence our blind 
upon guides. 

There blind person who does not some 
time depend upon guide. Many the older, 
less resourceful blind are utterly helpless 
leave their homes, come the Lighthouse, 
attend any social function, the movies, 
the parks, the stores, without sighted com- 
panion. Even those who are able get about 
during the daytime, when many people are 
about, not wish travel the streets 
night. This particularly true women. And 
who can blame them? 

Have you ever stopped consider that 
the blind persons who come 
The Lighthouse daily work, train, 


Philip Platt, Ph.D., whose comments are reprinted 
from The Lighthouse News, executive director the 
New York Association for the Blind. 


enjoy life, only score them, mostly 
working men, can come without guide, 
provided automobile transportation? 

The problem serious one. need help. 
Surely, some the 15,000 readers the 
Lighthouse News would like volunteer their 
services part-time guides volunteer 
automobile drivers. 

The $20,000 that The Lighthouse spends 
for guiding and transporting our blind meets 
only portion the need. Our one station 
wagon utterly inadequate our needs. 
were not for the invaluable services the 
various metropolitan chapters the American 
Red Cross and the American Women’s Volun- 
tary Services, which transport certain num- 


ber blind and from The Lighthouse, 
and from summer camps, the blind would 


indeed suffer. 


LETTER THE EDITOR 
Dear Sir: 


Since 1944 one has been reading papers 
and magazines how the blinded veterans were 
taught travel. These articles brought forth 
considerable comment, both good and bad, 
but they sowed the seed curiosity well 
skepticism among workers for the blind. What 
was this thing travel? How did work? Why 
hadn’t something been done before? Was 
possible, was this some new fad that would 
soon pass into the discard? 


Then, the November, 1946, issue the 
Outlook for the Blind published two articles 
“Foot Travel Without 
Martha Miller, the other Richard 
Hoover. Miss Miller’s article entitled “Pro- 
logue” exactly that and most important 
one for Mr. Hoover’s paper. The current issue 
the Outlook carries the story travel 
experienced Frances Wright, student 
The Maryland School for the Blind. 


Mr. Hoover has outlined his paper how 
travel was taught Valley Forge General 
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Hospital. has carefully explained that very 
definite rules and techniques were developed 
which were vital importance the success 
the undertaking. Please note that the train- 
ees, those men who were teach the blinded 
veteran travel, were subjected intensive, 
two-weeks course which consisted of: 
hours lectures, demonstrations, perform- 
ances and practical experiences.” Even after 
the trainee was assigned blinded patient, 
there were weekly conferences and check-ups 
make sure all was going well. 
Approximately men were thus trained, 
but, unfortunately, most these men have 
returned civilian life and are longer in- 
terested with work for the 
blind; few have entered our special field are 
available give the necessary assistance 
teaching travel. Interest in. this subject 
growing but the lack trained teachers 
this new technique serious, There grave 
danger that some people may feel qualified 
such teaching after reading and studying 
Mr. Hoover’s article and observing some blind 
person walk down the street. such cases 
arise, one invites failure, accidents, unfavor- 
able and unfair criticism technique which 
can and will work most cases. 
what have observed travel the 
Maryland School for the Blind, feel warn- 
ing needs given those who want 
teach this subject. cannot see how can pos- 
sibly taught simply reading and study- 
ing Mr. Hoover’s article. absolutely neces- 
sary observe the training action. 
equally important that the cadet teacher 
guided trained, professional worker who 


knows this technique. requires just much 
study and practice learning run some 
type machine, and, remember, are deal- 
ing with human beings! 

Would possible set some center 
where teachers travel could for in- 
tensive course? Since Mr. Hoover living 
the Maryland School for the Blind and teach- 
ing travel some the pupils, may that 
this the place establish such class. Then, 
too, there might other schools which could 
employ some the former, army, travel 
trainees, but, even these cases, might 
advisable require them take refresher 
course. Physical education teachers could well 
trained this work. 

Travel here, and hope here stay. 
The reception receives depends entirely 
upon, those who are going teach the 
blind whether they are hospitals, schools 
their own homes. One failure, one mistake, 
one accident will more harm than dozen 
successful cases. The public and the agencies 
will not ask why the accident happened 
what qualifications the teacher held; that 
the unfortunate and unfair part it. All they 
will know that this particular case was 
failure; therefore, according them, 
good. 

must not let this happen. Within rea- 
sonable limits, travel safe; successful; 
added means independence for our 
blind. Let thoroughly know our subject 
and teach well! 

Francis Andrews, Superintendent 
Maryland School for the Blind 
Overlea, Maryland 
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THE AMENDMENTS THE AID THE BLIND 
TITLE THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 


JANE HOEY 


Twice, CoNGRESS HAS AMENDED title 
the Social Security Act and has made possible 
from the national standpoint further develop- 
ment and improvement the aid the blind 
program. The 1946 amendments the 
financing the program and are effective for 
the 15-month period, October 1946, 
through December 31, 1947. Because these 
changes are temporary, assumed that,Con- 
gress will give further consideration during 
the present session public assistance, 
which aid the blind constituent part. 

The Federal matching maximum indi- 
vidual payments needy blind people was 
increased from $40 $45 month. The 
states with statutory administrative 
maximum, the states whose law provided 
for maximum terms the Federal maxi- 
mum, and the states with-maximums above 
the amended maximum were position 
profit immediately from this 
understood that additional states have taken 
action since July 1946, change their laws 
rules that more adequate payments can 
paid the needy blind. Some states 
are contemplating that action. other in- 
stances, such changes in-law rules must 
accompanied additional appropriations 
from state local funds the change the 
Federal law fully utilized each 
the aid the blind programs. 

The Federal amendments also provide that 
the Federal Government will pay larger 


Jane Hoey director the Bureau Public As- 
sistance, Aid the Blind, Social Security Board. 


portion the assistance costs, namely, more 
than one-half, but not more than two-thirds, 
assistance within the $45 maximum, de- 
pending upon the.average payment. Prior 
October 1946, the Federal Government 
matched state funds 50-50 basis within 
$40 maximum. Now the Federal Government 


will pay two-thirds the first $15 


average monthly payment needy blind per- 
sons and one-half the balance all ex- 
penditures within the $45 maximum. Under 
the 50-50 matching formula and within the 
$40, the Federal share was determined 
case-by-case basis; now the share 
based the average payment for the entire 
case load, and the maximum $45 indi- 
vidual payments used only determine 
those portions payments which the 
Federal Government will not participate. 

Under this principle, all states will receive 
additional money for assistance, but the states 
with relatively low average payments, most 
which are low-income states, will receive the 
larger proportion. 

Although Congress recognized the increased 
costs living and the fact that assistance re- 
cipients because limited incomes could not 
meet these increased costs, the additional 
Federal money will reflected increased 
payments only state welfare agencies. take 
action see that this done. For instance, 
state agency utilizes the Federal money 
substitute for state funds, when pay- 
ments are inadequate, recipients will not 
benefited. say this not intimate that 
all payments are inadequate, but there are 
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many instances where the agencies have been 
unable make such payments will enable 
the recipient, with his own income and re- 
sources, secure for himself standard 
decent and healthful living and participate 
community life. 

some instances, agencies have delayed 
decisions about assistance potentially eli- 
gible people order that the payments 
those already determined eligible would not 
further decreased. Such action has resulted 
denying persons the right apply, and 


keeping persons waiting lists until such 


time the closing cases made money avail- 
able. Although some states can provide gen- 
eral relief these needy persons, there are 
many localities where the appropriations for 
this type financial aid are entirely lacking 
wholly inadequate. The additional Federal 
funds may make possible for state agencies 
give assistance more eligible people. 
The Federal agency has responsibility for 
special groups only—the aged, the blind, and 
certain dependent children. For several years 
has recommended Congress and states 
not only the deletion eligibility require- 
ments that limit the specific categories, but 
also Federal financial participation general 
relief. Although opportunities for employ- 
ment and full production are more quickly 
reflected the general relief load than the 
assistance groups the aged, the blind, and 
children, there are many persons for whom 
full employment answer because ill- 
ness, incapacity, and death. There are also 
many persons who, because low earnings, 
have resources tide them over when un- 
employment comes. Those who lack insurance 
benefits, who use benefit rights, whose 
benefits are too low for subsistence, must look 
public and private aid. General relief the 
only form public aid available. The Federal 
Agency believes that there should both 


and state financial participation 


general relief that the public assistance 
programs the Federal and state levels may 
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provide assistance and services all needy 

rsons. The Federal agency 
mended states the integration general 
relief within the state structure appropriate 
legislation even though there are now 


Federal funds available toward the support 


the program. This recommendation based 
the this program should ad- 


ters the other programs. 

Residence and citizenship requirements 
keep otherwise eligible persons from receiving 
assistance. For instance, October 1946, 
there were only states that had residence 
requirement for aid the blind. Although 
some states could waive this requirement 
the applicant became blind while resident 
the state, states required years’ residence 
out the last years. Other states require 
years residence. During the years 
operation under the Social Security Act, 
this particular eligibility requirement has been 
reduced several states and repealed 
few. 

The Federal Agency has recommended 
states the elimination all eligibility require- 


ments that relate length residence 


state. There has been little evidence that the 
availability the adequacy assistance has 
been significant factor decision move 
another state. Mobility people from 
state state has been and 
this country. Needy people are perhaps the 
only group who over long periods time have 
been discouraged prevented from moving 
because settlement and residence require- 
ments attached the receipt public aid. 
not time consider that needy people have 
the same rights regard change state 
residence that others have? There are many 
instances when needy people could have lived 
with near relatives other states they 
could have been assured support. 
Citizenship presents less problem the 
aid the blind program because there are 
states that have citizenship requirement. 
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General relief the only form public aid 
available blind aliens the states where 
eligibility for aid the blind demands citizen- 
ship. such cases, the state foregoes Federal 
financial assistance. 

July 1946, states had minimum 
age requirement ranging from years. 
This can result depriving needy blind chil- 
dren assistance since these children are not 
necessarily eligible for aid dependent chil- 
dren, especially they not regularly attend 
school are over years age. Assistance 
under the aid the blind program should 
available blind children, many whom 
could remain home appropriate educa- 
tional facilities were available. 

Three states legally disqualify inmates 
private institutions for aid the blind, and 
the need for continued institutional care 
disqualifying factor for aid the blind 
states. Such restrictions are serious because the 
need for sheltered care handicapped people 
increasing, whether the handicap due 
age, blindness, other disabilities. For this 
reason, the Federal agency has recommended 
that all such restrictions eliminated from 


‘state laws. the same time, consideration has 


been given the possibility amending the 
Federal Act that the Federal prohibition 
about assistance inmates public institu- 
tions would liberalized. 

The points discussed this time repre- 
sent changes that will improve the program. 
Action depends upon the interest the state 
and those concerned with the blind. There are 
other improvements and extensions that can 
the normal outgrowth opportunities pro- 
vided the additional Federal funds made 
available Congress August 1946. 

The administrators any Federal state 
program accept basic objective the fact 
that under that program people similar 
circumstances will receive equal treatment, 
regardless where they happen live. 
public assistance, this has not been realized for 
several reasons, one the major reasons being 


the lack money support the program and 
the distribution those within the 
state. This has been particular problem 
when Federal and state contributions have 
been dependent upon the amount appro- 
priated local subdivision. Under the 
amendments, state agency has much greater 
flexibility planning the use assistance 
money and can provide for more equitable 
distribution assistance and administrative 
funds. this well means that substan- 
tially the same relationship between the total 
funds available and the total amount needed 
for assistance and administration each sub- 
division the state must exist. Some states 
may need changes legislation before they 
may take such action and, so, they have been 
urged work toward such legislation. 

But the equitable distribution funds 
within the state not itself going bring 


about the effectuation equal treatment. 


necessary accompaniment the establishment 
state-wide standards assistance. This en- 
compasses responsibility the part the 
state agency for defining the standard living 
that will support for needy people, for ap- 
propriating sufficient funds which, with the 
Federal grant, will enable the state supple- 
ment the resources needy people accord- 
ance with that standard, and for seeing 
that the standard effect every locality. 

The establishment standard living en- 
compasses steps assure uniform approach 
considering the circumstances all appli- 
cants and recipients. There must standards 
for the measurement income and resources; 
basis for the consideration consumption 
items, both those that are always included for 
all persons and the additional items modifi- 
cations included for persons because their 
particular circumstances; and the determina- 
tion money amounts for these consumption 
items. Such steps will remove the unfair re- 
sponsibility often placed local agencies, the 
worker, even the recipient, for the decision 
about need and will provide for consistent 
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and uniform consideration. The determina- 
tion need and the amount assistance 
the core assistance program. this 
well and fairly means that financial help will 


available eligible persons and that 
efficient administration will have served those 
people for whom the program, not the 
agency, was established. 
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tired Societies for This and That. What need society human beings.” Anon. 


Halloran General Hospital. physical 
wounds are very small comparison with 
spiritual wounds. have come back from 
death world that longer care for. 
who have been engaged the great struggle 
save the world from tyranny and have 
seen comrades die for this cause, can now 
find peace the world country. 

Having lived close death for two years, 
the reasons why there peace seem in- 
finitesimally flimsy. Russia wants the Darda- 
nelles, Yugoslavia wants Trieste, the Moslems 
want India, labor wants more wages, capital 
wants more profit, Smith wants pass the car 
front him, Junior wants more spending 
money. 

these, say, necessary kill and 


The above letter appeared Dr. Howard Rusk’s article 
the New York Times entitled “Rehabilitation”. 


cripple human beings for these petty gains? 

Anyone who thinks human body 
cheap that can traded for tract land, 
piece silver, few minutes time 
should forced listen the moans the 
dying night and day for the rest his life. 

All the troubles the world originate the 
common man. The selfish and greedy ways 
nations are just the ways each individual 
man multiplied hundredfold. When the 
morals the common man drop, the 
morals the nations and the world. 

long our individual morals remain 
low ebb, will the world. Until each 
stops the with his car, stops 
fighting over the seat the bus, stops arguing 
over who going cut the grass, there will 
peace the world. man wishes peace 
again, must return the great Command- 
ment, “Love thy neighbor thyself for the 
love God.” 
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SIGHT CONSERVATION AND CLASSIFICATION 
BLINDNESS 


ALICE BOOTH 


THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 230,000 blind 
persons this country. Figures vary some- 
what, but indications point far greater 
number all the visually handicapped are 
included. What can reduce this 
startling figure? What can done relieve 
the emotional and physical distress well 
the economic loss income suffered these 
people, many whom are needlessly without 
sight? 

What has New York State done about this 


situation? look back over the growth 


State’s program for prevention blindness— 
1913 certain mandates aimed to’ prevent 
blindness were set forth the Act creating 
the Commission for the Blind. The Act re- 
quired the commission maintain complete 
register the blind the state New York, 
which would describe the condition and the 
causes blindness. Further, required that 
the causes blindness studied, that meas- 
ures taken for preventing blindness, 
and that eye examinations and follow-up care 
arranged. The passage the Act made 
possible the initiation state-wide preven- 
tion program which over the years has de- 
veloped into diversified educational measures 
prevent blindness and special services 
individuals needing eye care. 

The campaign has proceeded along two 
The first and possibly the most spec- 
tacular action was concentrated effort 


Alice Booth Supervisor Prevention Blindness 
Services, Commission for the Blind the New York 
State Department Social Welfare. 


the better control communicable and in- 


fectious diseases. Ophthalmia neonatorum 
headed this group great contributor 
blindness. Immediate attention was directed 


toward this disease. Simultaneously, tech- 


niques visual screening were demonstrated, 


particularly their application the 
school and kindergarten age child. Courses 


the many phases eye hygiene were insti- 
tuted universities for public health nurses, 
social workers and teachers. Eye institutes 
were organized different sections the 
State. Individual lectures were given health 
organizations and visiting nurse associa- 
tions, social agencies and county and child 
welfare -staffs, educational groups, school 
health teachers and industrial nursing groups. 
more popular vein the subject was dis- 
cussed with women’s clubs and fraternal and 
civic organizations; fact with any group 
through which data conservation sight 
could disseminated. 

The methods used these developments 
covered wide range. ophthalmia neona- 
torum, for period more than 10. years 


every infant the State, known the De-. 


partment Health have this disease, was 
visited member our staff. Data pre- 
natal care, place delivery—at home 
hospital—methods eye prophylaxis and the 
ensuing hygienic measures following birth 
were carefully noted and studied. These find- 
ings became part the health department’s 
records and complete investigations were per- 
manently instituted. The incidence blind- 


ness from ophthalmia neonatorum began 
decline. For the past five years not single 
case blindness from this cause has been re- 
ported the commission. 

recognition the importance early 
determination visual loss children, ex- 
perimentations various types vision 
testing were brought forth. 
method devised made possible determine 
with gratifying accuracy just what child 
could see. Through this method the child 
taught the spirit game indicate with 
his arms the position the letter drawn 
the exact measurements used the standard 


Snellen eye chart. this same spirit play 


shows the examiner through his arm move- 
ments exactly how much the chart 
able see. Signs muscle imbalance and re- 
action light are also noted the same time. 
stone has been left unturned introduce 
this screenjng process into schools, day nur- 
series, welfare centers and every spot where 
groups young children are found. 

Children who not fit into the pattern 
normalcy through these tests are singled out 
and followed through. locate the seat 
the trouble, medical inspection required and 
parents are urged provide it. Correction 
may the form pair glasses but 
may also through the removal diseased 
tonsils, the toning the whole physical 
structure improving the function any 
part the body from which the eye condition 
stems. Naturally not every case can cured 
even corrected, from point view 
vision healthy eye, but the knowledge 
that such condition exists, and reasonable 
understanding the effect that can produce 
many psychological reactions. 

furthering the cause prevention 
blindness, courses and individual lectures 
covering the general topic eye hygiene have 
been embodied the curriculum some 
the most prominent institutions learning 
the State. present this subject satisfac- 
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torily, the material selected ranges from the 
structure and functions the eye medical 
social concepts. Some the more common eye 
diseases are pointed out, demonstrations 
visual screening are followed practice 
periods among students, and the principles 
sight saving education are discussed. Such 
preparation will enable the student dove- 
tail eye program with more general activi- 
ties the field health, welfare education. 

meet the needs other professional peo- 
ple and stimulate lay groups take more 
active part the prevention blindness, eye 
institutes have proven highly satisfactory. 
fact they have been important influence 
the advancement sight conservation. Oph- 
thalmologists and other specialists who take 
part the institutes have un- 
stintingly their services and continue so. 
Among the topics discussed are the gross 
anatomy the eye, how the eye sees, the 
more common eye diseases, the relationship 
good lighting vision, sight saving educa- 
tional measures and need for medical social 
follow up. this movement one the prin- 
cipal aims the encouragement the audi- 
ence wider exploration. 

fairly recent development has been the 
introduction eye work medical social 
level into the registered nursing schools. Hos- 
pitals welcomed this plan, even through the 
war years, when all schools nursing 
ated their programs. Lectures usually supple- 
ment the regular ophthalmological classwork, 
although one large New York City hospital 
they replace any other eye course. Enthusi- 
astic their response, students and nursing 
educators feel that new vistas have been 
opened through these classes. 

identify each topic covered these various 
discourses. But one must not fail mention 
lighting fundamental factor visual 
efficiency. Goud light, whether natural 
artificial, means sufficient amount, prop- 
erly directed, well diffused and without glare. 
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Experiments are being carried constantly 
electrical engineers and others concerned 
with the efficiency good Results 
their endeavors are noteworthy, not only 
eye comfort, but the reduction accidents 
and the increase productivity. The effects 
good lighting are apparent any walk 
life—at home, the school room, factory, 
wherever sight needed. 

Special projects have always 
the need presents itself. particularly 
worthy effort that now being given the 
control glaucoma, which one the major 
causes blindness. 

Conservative estimates point the fact 
that more than 20,000 people are blind from 
this disease. The eventuality blindness 
preventable large percentage cases, but 
the disease, neglected, progresses in- 
tensity, and blindness ensues. Treatment 
always matter for the exercise judgment 
and experience the part the physician, 
but imperative that the patient cooperate 
faithfully. 

The present movement county-wide 
basis where the public reached through the 
media radio, the press, group meetings and 
circulation pamphlets, relevant the con- 
trol glaucoma. Stress laid the necessity 
for early and continued ophthalmological 
care. Local facilities for treatment are made 
known and glaucoma patients are urged 
utilize them. 

Over the years, publications medical 
and medical social nature have been dis- 
tributed large quantities for teaching pur- 
poses and lesser units for individual 
small group perusal. Sight conservation dis- 
plays, principally the form posters and 
charts, have been made available health and 
social agencies wherever such material as- 
sembled for conferences and meetings. 
Opportunities are continuously sought where- 
the fundamentals sight conservation can 
introduced and interpreted. 

this campaign for the prevention 


blindness, other action has been the stimula- 
tion and direction community efforts 
make available adequate accommodations for 
the treatment eye conditions. Many the 
developments which followed can traced 
this movement: One the foremost bene- 
fits derived the patient more 
effective use the contributions medical 
science. 

The educational program has alerted com- 
munity agencies awareness their re- 
sponsibilities conserving sight. More and 
more they are initiating their own local pro- 
grams, counselling and aiding those with eye 
trouble. However, the commission maintains 
case working service whose responsibility 
confer with the individual requiring eye 
examination, medical surgical 
hospitalization other assistance with prob- 
lems bearing the eye condition. Patients 
may referred local agency, phy- 
sician their own application. They are 
assisted according the nature their need. 
addition, the necessity for eye care, well 
good general health, interpreted are the 
relationships between health, educational, 
financial and social problems. Many collateral 
visits and case conferences with coordinating 
agencies are often necessary also, order 
obtain satisfactory medical social adjustment. 

The classification eye examination re- 
ports establish blindness has been opera- 
tion for many years. When the New York 
Social Security Law was passed 1937, defi- 
nition blindness was adopted which has since 
appeared legislation covering assistance 
the blind and more recently under the amend- 
ment the Act creating the commission, 
when mandatory reporting blindness be- 
came law. Under this definition, classification 
became official function the commission. 
Eye reports are currently classified for public 
and private agencies concerned with the blind 
and the visually handicapped; also for other 
state departments, Federal agencies 
and local welfare districts assistance the 
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blind applicants. This central classification 
service establishes blindness uniform basis 
for the entire State. 

Classification divided into two categories: 
“Blind” and “Not Blind”. Among the de- 
termining factors are the diagnosis, visual 
acuity (with and without correction), field 
constriction and recom- 
mendations. Eye reports are designated “Un- 
classifiable”, pending securance the neces- 
sary data, where there inadequate in- 
sufficient information regarding diagnosis 
visual acuity. Reports are likewise placed 
this category when recommendations indicate 
possible improvement the condition upon 
further surgical medical treatment; where 
statements are contradictory, where exami- 
nations are made physician who does not 
specialize ophthalmology.. sufficient in- 
formation cannot secured for classification, 
the report reviewed for 
Blindness” Evidence Blindness”. 
Where blindness apparent, service may 
rendered individual without classifica- 
tion, efforts obtain the eye report have 
been unsuccessful. 

Eye records and their classification are 
basic factor home teaching. The diagnosis, 
visual acuity and perimetric findings, together 
with working knowledge eye conditions 
have become essentials the home teacher, 
her functions have expanded include 
certain phases medical social activities. 
Need for this type information cannot 
over-estimated. Her understanding the 
meaning eye diagnosis and prognosis and 
the interpretation the degree vision have 
marked forward step work for the blind. 

This knowledge enables the home teacher 
plan constructively. supports her de- 
cisions. She still encounters the person with 
one defective eye and one normal eye who 
seeks lessons braille. But with confirming 
eye report she knows once that finger read- 
ing client’s attention not 
needlessly and unwisely focussed his visual 


loss and the teacher’s services are not put 
uneconomic use. 

Requests similar vein can treated 
expediently the teacher when she sus- 
tained ophthalmological findings. One 
situation which occurred several years back 
worthy comment. Confiding that she was 
the verge blindness, that she had lost the 
sight one eye from glaucoma and vision 
the other was failing rapidly, woman anx- 
iously sought braille instruction. his medical 
report, however, the eye physician explained 
that one eye was unaffected and there was 
evidence serious eye condition. This 
woman had even asked about home for the 
blind, that she might observe how people 
managed without sight. 

The home teacher had real mission here, 
change the mental outlook this person 
and relieve her anxiety, the same time 
urging her follow the medical measures laid 
out her physician for the control 
glaucoma. 

may not amiss this point speak 
the splendid work done the home teach- 
ing staff eye accidents caused perforating 
wounds. Quick yet persistent action the 
teacher’s part has brought lagging cases the 
attention ophthalmologists and averted 
total blindness. 

That peculiar malady, sympathetic oph- 
thalmia, disease which may sometimes occur 
after penetrating injury the eyeball, can 
cause similar disease the uninjured eye. 
Future sight and happiness depend upon 
prompt and skilled eye care. The eye surgeon 
responsible for advising the removal 
eye that has suffered deep perforation, 
order prevent sympathizing condition 
the non-offending eye. Unfortunately many 


patients and their relatives not understand 


the seriousness the condition and oppose 
enucleation when the best judgment the 
ophthalmologist necessary. Compromises 
are not justified. Here the home teacher can 
and does lend her assistance the physician. 
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She interprets conditions and through patient 
effort able frequently bring about more 
reasonable attitude, especially when her expe- 
rience has brought her contact with blind 
persons who have lost their sight through 
sympathetic ophthalmia. rare instances 
children with this condition are presented 
the county children’s judge who empowered 
order surgical treatment grounds 
neglect. 

her circulation from county 
the home teacher has often been the first 
learn new blindness. She has played im- 
portant role the legal obligation register- 
ing the blind the state. recent amendment 
the commission law now requires that all 


blindness shall reported physicians, 


nurses, hospitals and health and social agencies. 
Mandatory reporting blindness has been 
effect since February 1946. much too 
early announce findings, yet interesting 
note fair percentage these cases 
were already registered the commission 


files. 
The previously quoted figure 230,000 


blind was based estimation because 


reliable figures blindness the United 
States are available. Statistics the causes 
and the prevalence blindness throughout 
the country are few that doubtful 
whether have anything near approxi- 
mate conception either. Those advanced 
the Social Security Board the main 
assistance the blind, since was this 
category that eye reports were first required 
national basis. the prevalence 
blindness the Federal Census reports cannot 
considered best more than rough 
misleading estimate, owing partly the 
absence ophthalmic examinations. 

has been the feeling this organization, 
however, that over the past years rea- 
sonably accurate registration blindness has 
been maintained, New York State. the 
December, 1945, 15,693 blind this 
State were registered, increase 724 
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names over the previous year. This figure— 
15,693—represents one blind person every 
1,121 sighted persons. should borne 
mind that while there was increase 724 
blind one year there was likewise relative 
increase general population. With this com- 
pilation the ratio blind sighted remains 
approximately the same. important 
realize here that the ratio blindness the 
sighted population over the entire country 
650. interesting comparison the 
ratio blind the State New York—1 
1,121—with that the country large— 
650. Scientific advances, legislation and 
many years the prevention blindness 
program the commission have all con- 


tributed this low figure. 


Progress medical science during the last 
decade has yielded remarkable results the 
field sight conservation. Sulpha drugs and 
penicillin have been found effective 
viously resistive cases 
tions. Through improved techniques retinal 
detachments have begun react more favor- 
ably surgical intervention. Corneal trans- 
plantations have restored vision many 
hundreds people. The establishment eye 
banks gives promise continuing success 


this field. 


Other benefits have been derived through 


legislation. The effects serological tests 
applicants for marriage licenses are already 
seen the infants the newborn genera- 
tion. Inherited syphilis the cause: inter- 
stitial keratitis should become extinct. Eye 
injuries from Fourth July celebrations are 
now practically non-existent since the passage 
law this State prohibiting the sale, dis- 
tribution and possession fireworks. Further 


reduction eye injuries anticipated 


state law become effective the spring 
1947. that time vehicles used carry 
passengers for hire must equipped with 
shatter-proof glass the type approved 
the public service 

All potentially preventive and protective 
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measures are being explored physicians and 
other scientists alike they continue labor 
toward common goal—reduction blind- 
ness. The 230,000 blind persons and that un- 
known number visually handicapped have 
every right expect that future genera- 
tions this number will substantially low- 
ered. 


CO-OPERATIVE PUBLIC HIGH 
SCHOOL PROGRAM 


The Kentucky Colonel, student magazine 
the Kentucky School for the Blind, recently 
carried notice that eleven pupils residence 
now attend public high school, following the 
adoption last Fall co-operative plan 
the Kentucky School for the Blind, Louisville 
Male High School and Girls’ High School, 
Halleck Hall. Seven boys are Louisville 
Male High; four girls Girls’ High School. 
the end the first twelve weeks, two the 
boys were the Honor Roll. Most the 
group were making grades above average. 

Impressions given Lynn Mitchell, who 
will graduate June, were: 

has been big job make the adjust- 
ment necessary attend school with sighted 
boys and girls. have registered for the 
regular academic course and fulfill all require- 
ments for diploma and graduation. are 
taking Commercial Law, English, Spanish and 
History, and have most the same texts 
used the high schools braille. The other 
assignments are read us, and some cases 
hand-transcribed. tests back 
school the day they are given class and they 
are brailled for and prepare them that 
evening the typewriter. 

continue live here school, 
course, and and from the city schools 
bus and street car. This gives good travel 
experience using public conveyances, and 
living school enables carry our 
work music, physical education, debating, 
and dramatic club. eat lunch the school 


SIGHT CONSERVATION 


with the other boys and girls, paying 


for from our own spending money. 

senior expecting enter college next 
fall, feel that this year Male High has been 
most beneficial me. This experience has 
broadened viewpoint education and 
people, and the world general, and will cer- 
tainly help bridge the gap between residen- 
tial school and college the business world. 
gives great sense satisfaction com- 
pete with sighted students their own terms, 
and sometimes defeat them. has given 
confidence what can done the future. 
are making new friends each day these 
schools that will last lifetime. The co- 
operation the instructors and the students 
has been most encouraging and helpful.” 


CHILD TRAINED DEAF-BLIND 
GAINING SIGHT AND HEARING 


Readers the who recall two 
articles—one published the issue April, 
1945, and the other the issue April, 
1946—concerning Carol Bowman, deaf- 
blind daughter Mr. and Mrs. Bow- 
man, Newmarket, Ontario, Canada, will 
pleased learn that now, the age five, 
Carol has partial vision, and sense hearing 
sufficient understand simple sentences 
spoken her mother. those who have fol- 
lowed Carol’s development know, the child 
was trained from infancy her mother who, 
soon she learned that her baby was lack- 
ing both sight and hearing, made her 
business train herself the most modern 
methods education the deaf-blind. Now 
that Carol beginning rely her sight 
and hearing, the training has had 
changed, and she now being encouraged 
use the gradually developing senses rather 
than depend entirely her acutely sensi- 
tive touch. scientific explanation far 
available account for the fact that Carol 
can now see and hear little. Her parents at- 
tribute “faith and work.” 
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UNDERSTUDIES 


the Barrymore Theater New York Jan- 
uary 16th, for the first time Broadway his- 
tory, understudies took over leading roles 
while Jose Ferrer and other 
formers took bit parts with the purpose 
giving the understudies chance—a chance 
have the experience playing large roles and 
practice which well might introduced 
many organizations the field work for 
the blind. 

The most important idea our generation 
leaders can entertain concept work for 
the blind people and action, well 
architecture and material. Without discredit- 
ing the dramatic edifices built our ancestors 
symbolize blindness the minds the 
public, should never forget that when they 


went beyond mere usefulness, was 
seen. cannot remind ourselves too often 
that people contribute more, and contribute 
more directly, than fluted columns and flying 
buttresses the blind person’s atmosphere. 
How they are attracted our field service, 
how they are made skillful and given oppor- 
tunities for growth will the deciding factor 
the future. 

When the Army Medical Department was 
faced with the crucial need setting the 
War Blind Service, rumor went the rounds 
that there were only four men that arm 
the service who had had any experience all 
supervising any kind program for the 
visually handicapped. This was not strictly 
true, but, time went on, proved close 
the truth. Furthermore, while worrying dis- 
eases amount occupational hazard among 
leaders our work year after year, many 
promising younger men and women are 
driven into other forms employment 
through lack something they want more 
than salary raise. This chance take 
the reins. 

One the most important responsibilities 
cultivating the talents those below them 
the organizational chart. This can practiced 
fine art, and when practiced between 
juniors and seniors can make life joy. 

The state being institutionalized 
thought rightly our field the most 
terrible infirmity that can possess person, 
place, thing deed. institutionalized 
trenches, rather than doing open maneuvers 


menta which was once bright idea the 


head someone longer with us. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


disease that follows some restraint human 
nature necessitated trouble, but enduring 
past serve the inertia design someone 
unborn when the trouble died. 

Example: story told how member 
the imperial family Russia shortly before 


the Revolution called attention the fact 


that beside certain bench the palace gar- 
den sentinel had been posted far, far back 
ular reason for this, investigation was made. 
proved have been five generations that 
soldiers had stood there. They had stood there 
because five generations back grand duke had 
sat some wet paint and ordered that the 
bench watched all times. 

However diverting story this makes, 
story wasted human life, and the waste 
human life greatly resembles what was 
called Holy Writ the unforgivable sin. 

What causes, what prevents and what cures 
something which has 
occupied the better minds who have thought 

the Outlook during four decades. And one 
remedy that generally has proved effective 
the encouragement initiative among junior 
members the firm. 

Schools and agencies not hesitate call 
experts survey and diagnose their needs, 
but words often heard these surveyors 
from people the job are: “If they would 
only ask us.” 

you are charge institution which 
you are afraid getting institutionalized, are 
you probing your staff find out what they 
think can done change this? Might 
not feasible even ask your staff make 
formal survey itself? The surveyor from 
away may able notice certain things 
about your organization one the prem- 
ises can, and has useful function. But 
equally useful might your own personnel, 
who have the keys closets one else knows 
about and can, they will, tell you things 
about your organization surveyor ever 
could. 


successful with such practice, you 
should observe two rules. First, unshock- 
able either firetrap, bottleneck organiza- 
tion dark foible the human mind, merely 
taking steps correct such things without 
trying fix the blame. Second, take your 
juniors seriously. Remember that work for the 
blind dedicated the proposition that most 
people can more things than most people 
suppose. formal, not desultory about sug- 
gestions juniors, and all possible, 
make use their suggestions. 

The care grounds and plants nothing 
when compared with the cultivation people 
who know how serve cause with 


and devotion. make decisions 


that will affect the lives other people 
something for which men and women should 
trained over long period time. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Reverend John Connolly, founder and 
Director the Catholic Guild Boston, has 
been made rector St. Bridget’s Parish, 
Framingham. Reverend Thomas Carroll 
has succeeded him director the guild. 

Father Connolly during the past ten years 
has built the guild into very strong and 
helpful organization, during which time 
Father Carroll has been his assistant while also 
aiding the War Blind Service chaplain 
Avon Old Farms. frequent visitor Valley 
Forge General Hospital and Philadelphia Gen- 
eral Hospital, Father Carroll good-natured- 
referred among soldiers, sailors and vet- 
erans the “blind priest”, because his 
insight into the problems blind people. 
the annual dinner given the Blinded Vet- 
erans Association, the chairman introduced 
him with the words, has been said this 
priest that has not single sighted friend.” 

The Blinded Veterans Association that 
time made Father Carroll their chaplain. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


The U.S. Naval Medical Bulletin, March 
the U.S. Naval Hospital, Philadelphia, and 
published for the information the Medical 
Department the Navy. Section the 
Bulletin deals with the rehabilitation the 
blinded and includes the following papers: 
“Traumatic Blindness” Duane Beam; 
Finegan; “Acrylic Eye 
Warren Hanson; “The Education the 
Newly Blinded” Mary Kugler; 
cupational Therapy” Faith Koch; 
“Outside Orientation and Physical Recondi- 
tional and Vocational Counseling” Dale 
Harris. 


High Hurdles, Sidney Powell, 
recent publication the Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press New York and Nashville, 
Tennessee. describes the success life 
which has been attained many spite 
severe physical handicaps. Among the short 
biographical sketches are several dealing with 
prominent blind people such Helen Keller 
and Robert Irwin. 


The U.S. Office Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion, Washington, C., has issued pamph- 
let called “Efficiency the Employed 
Worker”, which designed review 
information the experience employers 
and handicapped workers. states, 
can little doubt left the mind any one 
who reads the documented records the 
performance the handicapped the job, 
that they are capable competing with the 


the present faculties. 


able-bodied worker when adequately prepared 
and properly placed.” 


Music Educators Journal for September- 
October, 1946, contains the article, Music 
Program for Blinded Ben 
Bernstein. the story the department 
music Old Farms Convalescent Hospital 
for blinded Army personnel, where the author 
mental music exclusive piano. 


The Journal Exceptional Children for De- 
cember, 1946, contains the article, 
Visually Handicapped Youth” Charles 
Buell. The author states that schools for the 
visually handicapped need guidance programs 
and feels that the greatest need for more 
occupational information, guidance specialists, 
and more practical program, combined with 


therefore, anyone wishes search out 
the truth things serious earnest, ought 
not select one special science; for all the 
sciences are conjoined with each other and in- 
terdependent; ought rather think how 
increase the natural light reason, not for 
the purpose resolving this that difficulty 
scholastic type, but order that his under- 
standing may enlighten his will its proper 
choice all the contingencies life. 
short time will see with amazement that 
has made much more progress than those who 
are eager about particular ends, and that 
has not only obtained all that they desire, but 
even higher results than fall within his ex- 
pectation.” Descartes 
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CERTIFICATES APPRECIATION expressing 
the gratitude the people Holland for con- 
tinuing shipment clothing, food and other 
relief goods were presented December 
through American Relief for Holland the 
American Foundation for Overseas Blind and 
ten other American and Canadian relief or- 
ganizations. 

was made the Netherlands 
Consulate General Rockefeller Center 


sentatives the recipients that the Dutch 
people only were grateful for the timely 
material aid but treasured the thought 
American interest and generosity.” 


During 1946, 7795 railway and bus coupon 
books were issued the American 
tion for the Blind sightless travelers. This 
books issued 1945. During the past ten 
years the number blind travelers has in- 
creased greatly, largely due these coupon 
books which enable blind person take 
with him trains and buses seeing attend- 
ant for the cost one fare for both them. 
They are issued the American Foundation. 


Working With Deaf-Blind Clients, Mrs. 
Dorothy Bryan, Director Services for the 
Deaf-Blind the American Foundation for 
the Blind, new pamphlet recently pub- 
lished. simple guide for beginners, con- 
tains alphabet for the deaf-blind, 
reproduced from actual photographs Helen 
Keller’s hand. There are also number 
directions for family and friends deaf-blind 
people. 


FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 


News notes the current activities the Foundation for the Blind 


Mrs. Bryan has just returned from field 
trip Pennsylvania, Maryland, the District 
Columbia, Virginia, North Carolina and 
South Carolina. each these places she 
conferred with officials the state and private 
agencies for the blind and organizations for the 
deaf and hard-of-hearing regarding plans 
which will offer happier and more useful lives 
the deaf-blind people. She return 
later date work intensively with the home 
teachers and case workers. that time she 
will visit the individual deaf-blind and assist 
the home teachers perfecting their methods 
working with these doubly handicapped 
people. was discovered that there were 
several deaf-blind children school age 
need the special work offered depart- 
for the deaf-blind schools for the 
deaf-blind, and plans were started enable 
these children attend one the schools 
having such department. 


Directory Activities for the Blind the United 
States and Canada now under preparation 
and will ready for distribution the 
Spring. 


TALKING BOOK REPAIRS 


Beginning July 1947, another agency, 
due time designated the Division 
Books for the Blind, Library Congress, 
Washington, C., will take over the repair 
Government-owned Talking Book ma- 
chines, which project was carried for some 
years the American Foundation for the 
Blind and for the past year has been operated 
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FOR THE BLIND 


the Foundation’s affiliate, the American In- 
stitute for the Blind. 

Those who are using Government-owned 
machines are urged take note this im- 
portant change, and particularly note that 
after April 1st machines parts can 
accepted for repair the offices the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind the American 
Institute for the Blind New York. will 
require several months work off the present 
accumulation machines which are await- 
ing repair that the project may termi- 
nated June 30, when the present contract 
for repairs expires. 


After April all correspondence about 
repairs should directed the lending 
agency from which the machine was bor- 
rowed, Mr. Xenophon Smith, Direc- 
tor, Division Books for the Blind, Library 


The American Foundation for the Blind 
will, however, continue its repair service all 
privately owned Talking Book machines sup- 
plied from the American Foundation for the 
Blind, and those who own their own ma- 
chines will given prompt service these 
machines whenever they are sent for repairs. 


The Outlook will try keep readers ad- 
connection with the change the 
repair Government-owned machines, and 
asks all readers watch these columns for the 
latest available information, since will not 
possible carry individual correspond- 
ence concerning this matter. 


CORRECTIONS 

the front cover the January 1947 
issue the Outlook, “Ivie Mead Retires 
after 16,602 Hours” should have read “Ivie 
Mead Retires after 50,855 Hours.” 

page 18, the article “Writing Large 
and Small Numbers Braille”, the second 
facsimile braille, indicate 7x10-6, should 
represent the fourth cell dots and 


FOUNDATION AIR 

Ruth Wartenberg, the Technical Re- 
search Department the Foundation, was 
interviewed February Mary Margaret 
McBride broadcast devoted entirely 
problems the blind. Miss Wartenberg told 
her listeners the many unusual letters com- 
ing the Department from blind people 
all parts the world, asking for devices 
assist them various occupations. 

Among others, was letter from Eskimo, 
who had learned braille, but had paper 
slates; blind Chinese, who wanted devices 
for poultry raising; UNRRA Greece asking 
for braille writers for ten Greek war orphans 
who had each lost not only their eyes but one 
hand. Mothers wrote for toys for 
little ones, while engineers asked for brailled 
slide rules micrometer accurate ten 
one-thousandths inch. 

Hardly had the broadcast ended when 
librarian telephoned get the address the 
Eskimo order send braille books him. 
Other listeners wrote for the various de- 
vices mentioned the program, and Mary 
Margaret herself declared have been one 
the most stimulating and satisfactory pro- 
grams she had ever had. 


“NEVER TOO TIDY” 


“Blind Welfare is, should be, concerned 
with individuals, not with groups masses. 
this age planning, Blind Welfare must 
beware becoming merely orderly and 
mechanically administered scheme. must 
never too tidy. must have loose ends 
will ready act life lines single lives. 
Brain must direct it; but the heart must in- 
spire and infuse it. impersonal Blind Wel- 
fare Service might dispense its frigid aid with 
robot-like efficiency, but did only that 
would run the risk dehumanizing its objects 
enwrapping them the cerements pro- 
cedure and precedent and robbing them 
the impulse pioneer towards their own in- 
dividual New Beacon. 


& 


d 
ing 
Scl 
Ser 
suc 
co’ 
tir 
tre 
sw 
20 

al 
W 


copy AMENDMENT No. 1244, establish- 
ing new prices the following articles the 
Schedule Blind-Made Products, has been 
sent workshops which make one more 
such articles: bedpan covers; hot-water-bottle 
covers; ironing-board covers; ice-cap covers; 
tire strip mats; mattresses; innerspring mat- 
tresses; cotton screen panels; ironing-board 
pads; pillowcases; wall and ceiling mops; hand 


The Kentucky Workshop for Adult Blind, 
2007 Frankfort Avenue, Louisville, offering 
Kraft Paper broom bags made 
blind persons, other workshops the fol- 
lowing prices: 


per 18x58 $37.78 per 
per 20x58 38.98 per 
29.45 per 20x60 40.71 per 
per 22x70 48.61 per 


Prices are F.O.B. Louisville. 


National Industries for the Blind wishes 
announce that starting with the January issue, 
the Workshop Bulletin will contain only data 
interest shops affiliated with and 
will mailed only them. Items general 
interest the field will printed Outlook 
for the Blind. 


For the past two months has been 
receiving copies invoices with merchandise 
billed the wrong price. This causes good 
deal work for all concerned, and attention 
called the fact that important 
check the Amendments the Schedule 
Blind-Made Products, since prices have 


NATIONAL INDUSTRIES FOR THE 


changed many times, and important 
have goods billed the proper prices. 

Circulars are available describing boxed 
greeting card assortments, which can pro- 
cured from the National Industries for the 
Blind. All these assortments are sold for 
cents each, transportation charges prepaid, 
with the exception the following: 


Humorous Assortment cents per box 
Gift Wrapping cents per box 


The packing these cards has been changed 
for this year and not necessary that you 
order any particular amounts. you wish 
order one each box, samples, you may 
and then decide what quantities you 
desire. 

The sample offer the last page which 
headed “‘Save not available because 
you will note that the blind are receiving 
special price these cards. 

The season just ended has been most suc- 
cessful one thus far, and blind persons selling 
Christmas cards have sold more than ever 
during the 1946 season. All these salesmen 
can make this year-round business 
with these ten selections available, they can 
call all their old customers and there 
will certainly least half the selections 
that they will want. 

Money orders checks must accompany 
each order and all orders should sent 
this office. 

Managing Director 


The New Beacon: poor type man 
who will kick his grandfather for not knowing 
Burville. 
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IMPORTANT CONVENTION CHANGE 


Due the uncertainty the re-opening 
the LaSalle Hotel Chicago, well 
other developments, has been found neces- 
sary alter the plans for the A.A.W.B. con- 
vention and hold the convention another 
city. 

Accordingly, arrangements have now been 
completed hold the convention the Lord 
Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland, open- 
ing Monday evening, July 7th and con- 
tinuing through Friday, July 11th. the 
time this notice appears print probable 
that members the A.A.W.B. will have re- 
ceived from the Secretary-General hotel 
reservation card used requesting ac- 
commodations the hotel. These cards have 
been mailed and those planning attend the 
convention are urged apply for reserva- 
tions quickly possible. The hotel requests 
that where possible rooms shared. Accord- 
ingly, those planning attend are asked 
arrange with someone else share double 
room and agree which one each 


couple will make the reservation for the room. 


The Maryland Workshop for the Blind, Mr. 
Wm. Ratchford, Secretary and Superin- 
tendent, will the host the convention. 
The Workshop and the hotel authorities have 
pledged themselves leave stone un- 
turned arranging for the pleasure and com- 
fort those attending. The meeting rooms 
for the conference and all dining rooms are 
fully air-conditioned, and the convention 
facilities the hotel seem particularly well 
suited the needs our group. 

According present plans arrangements 
for entertainment will include dance, 
quet connection with the Shotwell Award, 
singing the famous Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad Glee Club, visit the largest tea 


and spice house the world, with tea served 
typical old-fashioned English tea-house, 
visit Annapolis and the Naval Academy 
grounds, well tour Baltimore and 
famous Fort McHenry, and possibly moon- 
light steamer trip Chesapeake Bay. 

The program being arranged Com- 
mittee headed Mr. Frank Wrench, the 
Virginia Commission for the Blind, Rich- 
mond, Virginia, and details will published 
later date. Questions and information 
concerning the program should discussed 
with Mr. Wrench. 

The Secretary-General will glad an- 
swer general inquiries concerned with the con- 
vention and will appreciate all those 
planning attend will inform him post 
card that will possible anticipate 
the probable attendance early enough make 
the best possible plans for the convention. 

large attendance anticipated and those 
who have never visited Baltimore are urged 
plan join the convention. 


DUES 


Dues for the current biennium became pay- 
able January this year, and all those 
who have not yet mailed their dues the 
Secretary-General are asked without 
delay. Inasmuch complete lists voting 
members are required for use the second 
day the convention, payment dues this 
time will greatly facilitate the work the 
Secretary-General preparing these lists 
advance the convention. Convention details 
are burdensome enough and whatever can 
done advance will minimize later difficul- 
ties. 

Send your dues ($5.00) Alfred Allen, 
Secretary-General, A.A.W.B., West 16th 
Street, New York 11, New York. 
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HOME RECORDING EQUIPMENT. limited sup- 
ply home units has been received 
from the General Industries Company. This 
model includes motor, cutting head 
(mounted radially driven arm), and play- 
back pickup. The three components are 
mounted metal motor board, measuring 
inches wide and inches from front 
back. The motor equipped with 
weighted turntable which rim-driven. 
runs either RPM 33-1/3 RPM. The 
pickup equipped with Astatic 
crystal cartridge. The cutting head Shure 
ohm magnetic unit. The motor constant 
speed and shifted turning knob. 

addition this unit, amplifier, micro- 
phone, and suitable switching equipment will 
required make complete home record- 
ing outfit. Some users also employ auto- 
transformer step the motor voltage 
130 135 volts order secure better 
torque. Some knowledge electronics, the 
services some one possession such 
knowledge will consequently necessary 
make connections for the unit de- 
scribed above. 

The initial shipment included dozen 
units. Some delay may consequently occur 
filling orders. Postpaid the fifth zone 
less, $15.00. Additional postage should 
allowed for western foreign shipments. 


TALKING wax. Mr. Hughbanks, As- 
sistant Director, Services for the Blind, Kan- 
sas, has recently published his third book 
the phonograph. Mr. Hughbanks has been 
one the pioneers home recording for the 
blind. His two earlier books are You Can 
Make Records and Home Recording Made 


THE SUGGESTION BOX 


the Technical Research Department 


Easy. His latest book, Talking Wax, traces the 
history the phonograph from its beginning. 
Mr. Hughbanks attempts recapture the 
sense awe and mystery with which old- 
timers regarded the early talking machines, 
and bring alive again the heat contro- 
versy which once raged between the Edison 
addicts and those with such tin ears that they 
preferred other types recording. Some 
repetition all but unavoidable histories 
but much new material here brought to- 
gether non-technical language and set forth 
with feeling affection. Orders should 
placed directly with the publishers, The 
Hobson Book Press, Vanderbilt Avenue, 
New York 17. The price $2.50, postpaid. 


COIN CHANGERS. During the War coin chang- 
ers were all but unobtainable, and when one 
two were found, the price was astronomical. 
Manufacturers are still half year behind 
filling orders, but one distributor has agreed 
grant priorities blind retailers, and 
limited stock should hand the time 
this appears. The model which being stocked 
four barrel size, handling pennies, nickels, 
dimes, and quarters. All coins are delivered 
singly. The price, postpaid, $3.00. 


REGISTERS. Mr. Hugh MacGuire 
Terre Haute, Indiana, reports that the Ohmer 
Corporation Dayton, Ohio, successfully 
adapted one their Class 300 cash registers 
for his use. this model, the daily totals are 
registered numbered wheels under glass 
cover. The glass cover was removed, and 
braille installed the wheels. Other models 
which can similarly adapted are the follow- 
ing, manufactured the National Cash 
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Register Company: Type 700, 800, 1800, and 
goo. None these are produc- 
tion, but details can supplied any one 
who already owns one. 


FOOD DISPENSING. Objections have occasion- 
ally been raised boards health the 
sale food blind stand operators. Their 
arguments are, course, groundless most 
instances, and should easy answer. 
Meanwhile, the question handling ham- 
burgers has been raised, and experiments have 
been conducted with Universal Sandwich 
Grill. This electric appliance, drawing 
660 watts, and carrying heating elements 
both top and bottom sections. pair re- 
movable, smooth, aluminum plates, measur- 
ing approximately inches, fit into 
each section. The bottom pan has opening 
which permits excess grease drain off into 
cup. About three hamburgers can ac- 
commodated time. The smooth plates may 
replaced with waffle grills. 

About eleven minutes would required 
raise the plates maximum heat, that this 
method would not practical without ther- 
mostatic control some other device which 
would permit the stand operator keep the 
heat on, least during busy periods. How- 
ever, the frying hamburgers, under proper 
conditions, would become simply 
proposition, easily handled with the aid 
interval timer. Perhaps other suggestions may 
received for the solution this problem. 

Several requests have been sent regarding 
coffee dispensing. appears that the only 
automatic dispenser for hot coffee patented 
the Horn and Hardart Company, and 
that this requires rather constant servicing. 
very simple alternative which has worked 
very well least one case serve the 
coffee Silex coffee makers the equivalent, 
and allow the customer help himself. 


GOAT result the question 
raised some time ago this regarding 


dairy farming, several readers have proposed 
the raising goats good field for the 
blind. Markets for goat milk are limited, ex- 
cept around large cities, where high market 
price prevails; but goat milk cheese offers 
alternative outlet. The War has stimulated 
the production America many foreign 
types cheese. Any one who has had suc- 
cessful experiences this field can help others 
sending account his venture. 


CARD GAMES. Miss Ruth Brown, Meriden, 
Connecticut, reports great success with 
“Quick Wit”, and “Make Mil- 
lion”. These are easily brailled, and may 
played equally well with blind sighted peo- 
game. has not yet been possible check 
“Peggity”, another game which easily 
adapted and which has been highly recom- 
mended. 

attempt has been made devise suit- 
able card with which deaf-blind people may 
play certain card games with sighted oppo- 
nents. vertical columns, the different bids 
were listed braille, thus: 1p, 
and on. The card was then inverted and ink 
print equivalents set beside each braille sym- 
bol. Thus, the blind person wished bid 
certain card, simply placed his finger 
the braille, and the could read the ink 


print beside his finger. Other symbols’ were 


also provided for passing, bidding Nullo, 
Double Nullo, most cases, 
course, the cards are exposed each opera- 
tion, and special equipment needed. 
Where partners opponents will take the 
trouble learn identify the suits with 
various fingers, bidding may 
writing initial number the back 
the hand the deaf-blind player and then 
pointing the appropriate finger. Com- 
ments and suggestions will welcome. 


THREAD Otis Robb, Higbee, 
Missouri, has devised marker which can 
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readily attached spools thread. These 
sell for cents each and are sold mini- 
mum lots five. Colors should specified 
with the order. From the description, the 
markers are inserted into the hole the 
spool, and can removed when the thread 
has been used up. Mr. Robb has agreed have 
orders handled through the Technical Re- 
search Department. 


LAWN Mr. Burr Willard Redlands, 
California, submits the following idea for cut- 
ting grass: use mower one does 
vacuum sweeper, moving forward arms 
length and then swinging sidewise for the 
next cutting. start from sidewalk other 
straight edge and cut out far can reach, 
using the sidewalk guide. Then place 
six inch board ten twelve feet length 
parallel the sidewalk, and roll over and 


The Government India has published 
Report Blindness India which should 
great interest all workers this field. 
The report, product special joint com- 
mittee blindness the Central Advisory 
Boards Education and Health, has its 
principal author Lieutenant Colonel Sir 
Clutha Mackenzie, G.C.M.G., whose gift for 
informative and colorful writing already 
well known readers the Outlook. was 
1943 that Sir Clutha was appointed 


special officer with the Government 


look into the matter blindness that 
country and offer suggestions for improving 
the condition the blind; and was his find- 
ings which formed the basis the Commit- 
tee’s discussions and the Report itself. 

The Report draws attention the fact 
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INDIAN GOVERNMENT’S REPORT BLINDNESS 


over far have cut. Using the board 
guide, cut one row with feet behind 
the board and one with feet front it. 
leave the mower full reach and again roll 
the board till touches the mower. this 
way, cut about four feet with each change 
the board.” 

Mr. Christopher Easton, White Bear 
Lake, Minnesota, has slightly different sug- 
gestion. have hundred foot lawn. have 
post the middle each end and line 


drawn tight with weight. back 


against this line and make fifteen foot thrusts 
either side. move along the line, 
move clothes pin (attached the line) along 
not start wrong when pull the lawn 
mower back. find can pretty well keep the 
mower right angles for fifteen feet, but not 
for greater distance.” 

Other suggestions are invited. 


that, although since 1887 Christian missions 
and philanthropic friends the blind have 
founded schools, societies, eye hospitals and 
traveling dispensaries for the blind; although 
the governments have organized extensive 
medical services, and ophthalmologists have 
rendered invaluable service, still only small 
the total need has been met, since there 
are estimated two million blind and par- 
tially blind people India. 

has been found that little can done 
wean the professional béggar India from 
his way life, the committee feels that 
agencies working for the blind should concen- 
trate all their energies and financial 
for many years come training younger 
and new blind, and assisting them 
wider and better life. 
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The Blinded Veterans Association was granted 
official recognition November 16, 1946 the 
Administrator Veterans Affairs, General Omar 
Bradley. 

Before was possible for this recognition 
received, necessary for the organization 


present customary credentials, furnishing 


purposes well special audit finances. 


Brooklyn Bureau Social Service—Friends 
Brooklyn from twenty-nine states contributed the 
recent community services campaign the Brook- 
lyn Bureau Social Service Pro- 
ceeds amounting $134,000 were raised through 
special gifts and through the solicitation the 
women’s division alone. Mrs. Edwin Garvin, 
Associate Chairman the Division stated that she 
had every confidence the goal set would fully 
realized within the next few months. 


California—California state residence one year 
will probably waived for two social work ex- 
aminations scheduled for February, according 
Charles Wollenberg, director the State Depart- 
ment Social Welfare. The final decision waiv- 
ing residence requirements will made soon 
the California State Personnel Board. Approval 
the Board will make possible for social workers 
throughout the United States take the written 
portion the test their own 
conditions permit. 

February the deadline for filing for social 
welfare agent, paying not less than $230 monthly. 


The examination will held February 21. The 


department announces eight vacancies its Sacra- 


mento office and three vacancies Los Angeles. 


‘From time time there are vacancies also the 
agency’s San Francisco office. 

January the deadline for filing for field 
worker, Grade II, child welfare services, paying not 


less than $265 monthly. The examination set for 


February 11. The position that consultant 
child welfare and involves considerable travel. 


Present plans call for the holding interviews 
connection with these examinations during 
National Conference Social Work San 
cisco April. 

Applications and examination announcements 
available through the State Personnel Board offices 
Sacramento, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. 


Royal Normal College Temporary 
The Royal Normal College for the Blind, formerly 
Upper Norwood, London, temporarily housed 
Rowton Castle, Shrewsbury, ‘pending the selection 
permanent location. 


Michigan Institute for Human Adjustment Gives 
Special Services Blind—Ann Arbor—Special 
ices assist the blind preparing themselves for 
employment are offered the University Michi- 
gan. The Bureau Psychological Services the 
Institute for Human Adjustment began new pro 
gram counseling this fall. present, bureau psy- 
chologists are working principally. with blind persons 
referred them the State Department Social 
Welfare. Bureau psychologists are also prepared 
aid blind veterans expected the campus later 
The purpose this program test the blind 
son’s abilities and aptitudes and make recommen- 
dations the state for vocational training job 
placement. All the blind persons now receiving 
the services this bureau are adults, but 
lieved that later will possible work with 
blind children, helping them map out educational 
and vocational programs early life. 

Sightless persons come the University campus 
for two days interviews and tests general 
telligence, academic achievement, manual dexterity, 
occupational aptitudes and abilities, and 
The bureau’s appointment book for these tests 
now filled for more than month advance. 


Institution—Hastings College has awarded 
Miss Alice Carpenter, Supervisor Girls Perkins 
Institution the degree Doctor Pedagogy. 
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